
 

Aspendale Gardens Primary School  

Newsletter—Thursday 7th  March 
INQUIRER     THINKER      BALANCED      COURAGEOUS     KNOWLEDGEABLE 

REFLECTIVE     PRINCIPLED     CARING     OPEN-MINDED  COMMUNICATOR 

Aspendale Gardens is an IB World School that strives to be internationally minded.   

Our purpose is to provide a supportive safe and dynamic learning environment.  We promote inquiry, curiosity,  

creativity and individuality.  We aim to develop a resilient, open-minded school community where all students  

become independent, emotionally intelligent and socially competent as they strive to achieve their potential as 

global citizens. 

FROM OUR ACTING PRINCIPAL 
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MARCH 

Friday 8 Year 6 ISS vs Chelsea Hts PS (home) 

  School Assembly @ 2:30pm in Gym 

Monday 11 Labour Day Holiday 

Tuesday 12 2025 School Tour @ 9:15am 

 Division Swimming Carnival 

 Easter Raffle Tickets Sent Home 

Wednesday 13  Years 1 & 2 Melbourne United  

 Basketball Clinics 

Thursday 14 Running Group @ 7:30am 

Friday 15 Year 6 ISS vs Chelsea PS (away) 

 Year 6 Coral Vass Incursion  

Tuesday 19 Mordialloc S.C. Visit Year 6 Area 

MARCH 

Thursday 21 Last Running Group for Term 1 

  Harmony Day School Assembly @  

 2:30pm in Gym 

Friday 22               Year 6 Summer Lightning Premiership   

 NO ASSEMBLY 

Monday 25 Easter Raffle Drawn 

Tuesday 26 2025 School Tour @ 9:15am 

Wednesday 27       Regional Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 28 END OF TERM 1—2:30pm Finish 

APRIL 

Monday 15 Term 2 Begins 

Tuesday 16 2025 School Tour @ 9:15am 

2024 DIARY 

Our students have been busy out and about in the community over the past week.  

 

Our Year 1 students have been thinking about showing their appreciation to others. Having written letters 

of appreciation, and addressed their envelopes, they went over to the shops on Tuesday to post these  

appreciation letters.  

 

On Wednesday the senior students participated in the House Cross Country 

event in the wetlands. After an introduction from Mr King, the House Captains 

motivated their House groups with their chants. The House colours were on 

show, as the students each participated in running the 2km or 3km course.  

 

It was a fantastic event with the students trying their best for themselves and to 

earn House points. The morning ended with the Kookaburras House winning. 

Thank you to Mr King, Mr Murphy and our student leaders for their organisation, 

and to the staff and parents for assisting with marshalling, timing and first aid. 

 

The students across the school have been cleaning up the local environment. 

They competed in a class competition to see which class could pick up the 

most rubbish from our environment.  

Easter Raffle 

Today was our first Free Dress day fundraiser for the year. There were a large amount of 

Easter eggs brought in and gold coins donated. The Fundraising Team will be putting  

Easter baskets together, using these donations, to be our prizes for the Easter Raffle.  

Easter Raffle tickets will be sent home via the youngest in the family next week. Please 

ensure all ticket butts have a name and contact number on them. Tickets are $2 each. 
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NAPLAN 

Over the coming fortnight our Year 3 and Year 5 students will be participating in the NAPLAN  

assessments. The Year 3 and Year 5 parents have been made aware of the timetabling of these  

assessments. We remind the parents and students to make sure they are well rested, have had a good 

breakfast and arrive at school on time, so that our students can do their very best. 

 

Entrance Display 

Our school entrance has come to life with an art display from the Foundation and Year 1 students based 

around the book, ‘Horrible Hair’. Thank you to our students and Visual Art teachers for brightening up this 

area. 

 

Counselling Sessions 

We are fortunate to have Brendan, who is studying a Masters in Counselling at Monash 

University, join us at AGPS. As part of his course Brendan (and a course supervisor who is 

also trained as a counsellor or psychologist) will be providing counselling sessions on a 

Friday each week. Brendan is supported by his ‘seeing eye dog’ Gunner.  

 

He will be attending assembly on Friday, to introduce himself and talk to us about some 

rules when greeting Gunner. Parents wishing their children to be considered for  

counselling sessions will need to complete a consent form which can be collected from 

the school office, or by contacting our Welfare Officer, Deb. 

 

 

 

Safety Around the School 

I have been outside the front of school at the start and end of the school day to ensure that the students 

are travelling in a safe manner. During assembly on Friday we will be reminding our students to use the 

designated crossing on Kearney Drive. We have had some reports of students on bikes crossing the road 

closer to the roundabout.  
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Feedback on our Information Sharing at the Beginning of the School Year 

We would like to offer parents the opportunity to give the school some feedback on this transition  

process in order to ensure we are completing this as effectively as possible. If you could please spare  

5 minutes of your time to complete this survey that would be greatly appreciated in helping us plan for 

2025 and beyond.  
 

As part of this process we have developed a set of information packs created by our Learning Specialists 

that help identify what parents can do to help support their children within English (Literacy) and  

Mathematics (Numeracy) at home. Please see Compass post from Monday for these links, and a link to 

complete the survey.  

 

Assembly on Friday  

We welcome our parents to our school assembly this Friday, the 8th March, starting at  

2.30pm. We will be handing out certificates to our SRC (Student Representative Council)  

elected members at this assembly. 

 

Long Weekend 

A reminder that Monday is Labour Day and as such there will be no school. We wish everyone a good long 

weekend and look forward to seeing everyone back on Tuesday. 

 

Have a fantastic long weekend everyone.  
 

Jonathan 
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Congratulations to Layla Kolvenbach (5LW) for a  
very successful Lifesaving Carnival at Black Rock  

recently. Layla won the Under 11 Girls Club  
Championship as an Under 10!  

 

Her events included six events – Surf Race, Board Race,  
Beach Sprint, Beach Run, Beach Flag and Iron!  

A huge effort, well done Layla! 

AGPS Sporting Achievement  

Please send through your child’s sporting achievements and a photo to Mr Murphy or  
Mr King on Class Dojo to feature in future newsletters! 

Library News 
Scholastic Book Club Issue 2 brochures have gone home this week. In order to receive your  

purchases before Easter, the cut off is Wednesday 13th March for all orders to be submitted. 

 

The Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge has started! For those families who do not know what  

the Challenge is The Victorian Premiers' Reading Challenge runs every year and students are  

encouraged to read a set number of books, and to record their reading efforts online via the  

website:  https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home 
 

All Years 3—6 students have received their username and passwords to log onto the  

Challenge. These students have already started using the website to enter in their book titles. The 

Challenge closes on Friday 6th September. The Foundation – Year 2 students book titles will be  

entered in at school during the Challenge. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 

Regards—Glenys 
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This year, staff and students have placed a tremendous focus on creating strong, respectful relationships 

across the school.  This has taken place in all school settings, from teachers prioritising building strong  

connections with their students in the classroom, to the Respectful Relationships curriculum content being 

taught. We have our wonderful purple brigade, the Peer Support Team, walking around the school yard 

at lunchtimes to support other students in feeling safe and included.  
 

RRRR – Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships 

Respectful Relationships education is a core component of the Victorian Curriculum from  

Foundation to Year 12. It is all about embedding a culture of respect and equality across the entire 

school community. The Respectful Relationships program supports schools and early childhood set-

tings to promote and model respect, positive attitudes and behaviours. It teaches our children how to 

build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence. 
 

In the Classroom – Year 4 

The Year 4 cohort are currently working though Topic 5 of the RR’s, Stress Management. Activities within 

this topic assist students to explore, develop and apply different strategies that can be used in different  

situations that make them feel uncomfortable. Evidence suggests that children who cope better with life’s 

stressors develop good mental health and wellbeing.  The focus in Week 6 is “Calming and Coping”. 

 

Peer Support Team 

Our Year 5 students were given the opportunity to nominate themselves to join the Peer Support team 

(purple brigade). The Peer Support Team is a group of students who volunteer to support the school  

community by giving up one half of lunchtime once a week to walk around the school yard and support 

other students who may need help in overcoming some challenges, like finding 

someone to play with.  They also display values of kindness and care to all students, 

assisting the school in building a truly safe, inclusive and respectful environment for 

all. 

 

Students wear a purple vest and are easily spotted in the school yard. They are also 

on the lookout for other students doing amazing things and can nominate these 

students to receive some recognition of their actions at Assembly.  Great job so far  

to all that are a part of the team! Keep it up! 

Wellbeing at AGPS 
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VISITING TEACHERS FROM CAMBODIA 

We are very excited to be welcoming two young Cambodian teachers, Lai Hun and Sok Vun, 

to our school this Thursday. A huge thank you to the Velberto-Coutinho family for so kindly  

offering to host them while they are with us. These teachers are from ODA (Opportunities of  

Development Thru Art ) the organization our school has supported over the years from Siem 

Reap in Cambodia https://www.odaopportunitiescambodia.org/ 
 

ODA proudly helps create opportunities for disadvantaged children by providing free English 

language and computer classes in the outlying villages of Siem Reap. They now have eight 

schools offering kindergarten, night English and computer classes to over 1450 children who 

lack access to education. ODA also supports their teachers to further their education. 
 

Lai Hun and Sok Vun have been sponsored to come to Melbourne for two weeks. They will be 

visiting our school to learn from our teachers and students and take back ideas to help them 

with their teaching in the free village schools. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEuwG7cBkAI 
 

Please say ‘Hello’ and give our special visitors a friendly,  

warm AGPS welcome if you see them around our school. 
 

Any questions please just ask Julie Lach 

 

CAMBODIAN GREETINGS: 

   Choum Reap Sur  = Hello 

   Choum Reap Lir  = Goodbye 
 

Cambodians traditionally greet each other with palms  

together, in a manner of prayer. They lift up their hands to the 

chest level and bow slightly. This is called Som Pas. In general, 

the higher the hands and lower the bow, the more respect is being shown. 
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Piano Tuition 
 

Piano and theory lessons available in Patterson Lakes 

by accredited fully qualified music teacher. 
 

Students are tutored in private one-to-one lessons all 

age, beginners to adults and may choose to study  

music for leisure or for exam purposes. Through  

tailored lessons, all students are encouraged to  

maximise their musical potential to the fullest.   

All lessons include basic music theory. Specialized  

theory classes also offered. 

The core work covers the following: 

TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT, SIGHT READING, THEORY 

and A.M.E.B. EXAM PREPARATIONS. 

Special:  1st Lesson Half Price 

Carolyn Susan Rossis 

Dip of Ed and Grad Dip of Music 

Current children’s check and fully vaccinated 

(M) 0409 131 961 

carolynsrossis@gmail.com 

www.pianodynamics.com.au 
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